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Well, 10 years ago in the basement of the Fort Atkinson Library. a few great men and women came up with a 
dream to help increase literacy in Jefferson.  The idea didn’t stay a dream very long because on January 3, 2001 
Jill Ottow was hired as the first employee of the newly formed Jefferson County Literacy Council.  A lot has 
changed in the last 10 years.  We have had a few different homes, a handful of employees, some great leaders 
on our board of directors, countless financial supporters, hundreds of volunteers and a few thousand learners.   
 
Every one of you reading this newsletter supports JCLC somehow and we appreciate what you do for us:  
volunteer, donor, partner, funder, learner or friend.  We are committed to continue to increase literacy everyday 
that we walk through our office door.   
 
____________________________________ 
1. Wisconsin Cares for Kids Award  
On February 11, JCLC was the proud recipient of the Wisconsin Cares for Kids Award.  It was presented to us by 
First Lady Jessica Doyle for the Governor and the Wisconsin Public Defender and Board.  There were about 65 
people in attendance.  The award was given to our family literacy programs: Rooted in Reading, a reading 
program for 3-5 year olds;  Books for Babies, a new book, literacy and  local library information to all new babies 
born at Fort Hospital; and the Storybook Project, a program in the Jefferson County Jail where an incarcerated 
parent can record a book for their child.   
 
The staff at JCLC and all who volunteer with these programs were very honored.   
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______________________________ 
2.  Orientations and Trainings   
There is a waiting list of learners needing tutors in Watertown, Jefferson and Fort Atkinson.  
Please consider volunteering your time and change two lives.   
 

             Orientations (introduction to volunteering in liter acy):  
    February 25 at 6:00 pm – 7:00 pm, YMCA – HAWC in Watertown  
                        March 3 at 12:00 pm – 1:00 pm, JCLC in Jefferson.   
 
             Training  (learn how to be a JCLC tutor)  – PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIRED 
 March 6 at 9:00am to 1:00pm, YMCA – HAWC in Watertown.  
 

 An orientation and training are required to tutor for JCLC.  Please call or e-mail to sign up,                  
kcable@jclc.us or 920-675-0500.  Other orientation and training opportunities in 2010: 
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Orientation Sessions  – this 1 hour orientation is an 
introduction to JCLC and volunteer opportunities 

Tutor Training  - this 4-hour training is the first step in 
becoming a tutor, followed by opportunities over the 
ensuing month or so with some independent study, 
observations of tutoring in action, and meeting with staff to 
customize your experience. 

·  Feb 25, 6-7 p.m., Watertown Library 
·  March 3, 12-1 p.m., JCLC Office in Jefferson 
·  April 20, 10-11 a.m. United Way Center in Fort   
·  April 29, 6-7 p.m., Watertown Library 
·  May 5, 12-1 p.m., JCLC Office in Jefferson 
·  Sept 14, 12  – 1 p.m. JCLC Office in Jefferson 
·  Sept 20, 2 – 3 p.m., location in Watertown 
·  Sept 23, 6 -7 p.m., location in Fort Atkinson 
·  Nov 1, 12-1 p.m., JCLC in Jefferson 
·  Nov 4, 6 -7 p.m. location in Watertown 
·  Nov 9, 10 – 11 a.m., location in Fort 
 

·  March 6, 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. Watertown YMCA - 
HAWC 

·  May 8, 9 a.m. – 1 p.m., JCLC Office in Jefferson 
·  Sept 25, 9 a.m. – 1 p.m., location in Watertown 
·  Nov 13, 9 a.m. – 1 p.m., JCLC Office in  Jefferson 

�
_____________________ 
3. _ Touting our Tutors  

 Bob Meyers of Fort Atkinson, retires for JCLC tutoring after 8 years to go back to school as a CPA.  Thanks, Bob, 
for 8 great years. We will miss you. 

 
 
Congratulations to tutor Ann Abel from Dousman, who was recently, featured in the Kettle Moraine Index 
for her other volunteer work at Cushing Elementary tutoring a first grader.   
 
And congratulations to former tutor John McIntyre of Fort Atkinson, who recently published his first book, 
The Weather in Vietnam.  A memoir about his experiences as a support soldier during the Vietnam War. 

����������	�
����	�
���������	������
�������������� �������
����������
�����
�����
�������
�
���������������	���	��������� ��	�����
	�
�����������	�����
�������
���	� ���	�����



 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
4. CELEBRATING OUR 10 th Anniversay  - Calander of Events  

 A year-long celebration of the learners, volunteers, donors and partners  
 
February 11  Kick-off event :  First Lady Jessica Doyle, Public Defender Nick Chiarkas and Public Defender   
  Board present WISCONSIN CARES ABOUT KIDS Award to JCLC  
 
March   Rooted in Reading  in the news, a family program for the development of early literacy skills with   
  families of 3 to 5 year olds.  A partnership with UW-Whitewater faculty and staff. Watch your   
  local paper to learn more about his important program provided to Head Start families. 
 
April  National Volunteer Appreciation and National Librar y Week:  Watch for dates at each county   
  library where JCLC staff and volunteers will be on hand to highlight the impact of low literacy and   
  how you can help 
 
May  Books for Babies  in the News:  Learn about the importance of literacy from the cradle and how you  
  can support this important program that promotes literacy activities from birth 
 
June  25 ‘Hats Off’ to Literacy Charity Auction , a fun evening with food and beverages, silent and live   
  auctions and musical entertainment by Bill Camplin, a Fort Atkinson singer songwriter. Location TBA 
 
July   A ‘Stay at Home Fundraiser’ :  Watch your mailboxes and the news for something unique to pique  
  your interest in book sharing, without ever having to leave home 
 
September  11 Ride the Rock , a bicycling fundraiser kicking off International Literacy Day/Wisconsin Literacy   
  Month,  Jones Park -Fort Atkinson, with something for everyone, rides of various lengths and a race. 
 
October  International Potluck Dinner  –an event to expand your cultural and culinary interest, celebrating  
  JCLC immigrant learners.  Date and location TBA 
 
November  Family event  for all JCLC volunteers and learners – Date and Location TBA.  Also JCLC’s   
  participation in “1200 Tutors in 12 Weeks” statewide tutor training program.   
 
       ____________________________________________       

5. Hat’s off to Literacy Auction Fundraiser  
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June 25th 

6:30 pm 
At the Jefferson Area Business Center 

Musical Guest – Bill Camplin 
Lots more information to come…………………… 



Jefferson County Literacy Council 
112 S. Main Street 
Jefferson, WI  53549  
  


